Acts 8:1b-4; 11:19-30; 13:1-3
Read the passage
1. What is unique about the gospel communication in Antioch compared with
what we have already seen in the book of Acts? (Hint: messenger and
message). What are the results of this communication?

2. (Read also Acts 6:1-7) The church faces the real danger of becoming
inward focused. How did they respond that kept their focus outward?

3. That inward tendency continues when they arrive in Antioch. Why is it do
you think that some people only spoke to Jews (19)? Why is it such a
natural tendency for the church to become focused on those who are just
like them?

4. How was the persecution effective in breaking this inward tendency? How
might we be brought to turn our attention outward as a church, and avoid
the inward tendency?

5. For what reason was Barnabas sent to Antioch? From the text as a whole
what was the evidence of grace that he would have seen?

6. What does Barnabas do while he is there? What is the result of it?

7. The word exhort here points to a mixture of truth and love. Have you
ever received from a fellow Christian truth in love? What was the result?
Why is it that the church is not full of more of this kind of work?

8. How can we become a people who regularly speak truth in love to one
another?

9. What are the elements of the church in Antioch that leads to it’s growth
and impact?

10.Why do you think that the people of Antioch had to give them a new name?
Why do you think the church in Antioch was so effective at showing the
power of the gospel?

11.How could we be a gospel movement for our city? What natural impact
would the gospel have on life in Toronto?

