Luke 2:41-52
1. What are the things we look to as human beings to build our identity, our
sense of self our sense of worth from? What are the personal and
interpersonal implications of this?

Read Luke 2:41-52
2. As Luke tells the story the only major verb is found in vs. 43 – Jesus
stayed behind – why do you think Luke wants our focus to be there?

3. Jesus is 12 years old (vs. 42), meaning that he is on the eve of his 13th
birthday, when a Jewish boy would become bar mitzvah (son of the
commandments), the time where he would take on adult responsibilities
in his faith and in his father’s trade. In this year he would be intensely
mentored by his father Joseph. How does this background give more
context to Mary’s reprimand (vs. 48) and Jesus’ response (vs. 49)?

4. The phrase “did you not know I must be in my father’s house” could just
as easily be translated – “did you not know I must be about my father’s
business”. How do both of these phrases help us to understand how
Jesus saw himself – where he rooted his identity?

5. One of the aspects of his father’s work that Jesus lived into was to reveal
the father. See Luke 10:22; 11:1-2; John 1:12; and Romans 8:14-17.
What is the identity of the person who receives Jesus? What kind of
relationship with God are we invited into?

6. How would it impact our lives to take on that identity as children of God?
(relating this back to what you spoke about in question 1 may be helpful)

7. Jesus in the conversation with his mother very clearly takes the title of
father from Joseph and puts it squarely on God, and yet he returns home
and is submissive to them (51). His relationship with God totally
transforms his relationship with his parents and yet he still fulfills the
cultural expectations. Our identity as children of God totally transforms
every other relationship, and yet it doesn’t undermine our accountability
to others. How does that primary identity as children of God transform
every other relationship? How might we live out this identity in those
transformed relationships in light of Jesus’ continued respect of his
parents?

8. (Optional) Another story with many of the same details closes out the
book of Luke. See Luke 22:1-2; 24: 13-44. What common elements do
you see and what might Luke be trying to do communicate here by the
agency of the Holy Spirit?

