Daniel 5:  Uncovering and Healing the sin under every other sin
Read Daniel 4:37-5:31
1. Pride is central to this incident of King Belshazzar including Daniel’s recollection of King Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling.  In reflecting on both of these stories how would you define pride?
It would seem that the central definition of pride biblically arises from the summary of God’s dealing with Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel’s retelling.  His verb choices are quite telling.  The reality of the story is that – God Gave – and in pride Nebuchadnezzar looks out over everything God has given him and says – I did.  Then follows a number of active verbs of what God did to Nebuchadnezzar to bring about his humbling until he would come to know the God whose hand is your breath and whose are all your ways (vs. 23).
In reflection on this story-  in the sermon - Tim said that pride was the inability to recognize that everything is a gift of grace.
There may be some push back around this in the group as this seems to be an affirmation of God pre-destining everything so a return to the affirmation of the first sermon – Is God sovereign – yes – are we responsible for all things – yes – how do we reconcile the two – we don’t we live in the mystery.
If there is pushback her there might be some wisdom in the conversation to ask what a life would look like if we received everything as a gift of grace? 
 [eg to prime conversation: There would be greater joy for the good things that come into life as we don’t believe we deserve them or have earned them.  There would be an easier time navigating difficult circumstances as we would believe that we don’t deserve better – so we can just deal with the circumstances themselves rather than also the belief we have earned more out of life.  We wouldn’t hold on tightly to those gifts feeling we have earned them – but will receive them not just for our own sake but also the sake of others]

2. There are a number of consequences of pride reflected in this story.  What are they, and what impact do they have on the individual and the world around them?
Inflated view of ourselves and our abilities leaving us out of touch with reality – Belshazzar throws a party while under siege – which leads to the sacking of the city and his execution.
Spurn advice, grudgingly admit when we need help – Belshazzar diminishes Daniel as he asks for help.
Nationalism / racism – takes the vessels of the temple to Yahweh to toast their own gods.
Blasphemy – using the temple implements for their feast.  This seems far removed from a modern expression of pride until we understand that blasphemy is any act which misuses what God has created. For example we can’t do violence in word or action to others without misusing the thing created in the image of God (another human being).  We can’t utilize our resources in self-serving ways without committing blasphemy – using what God has given us for ourselves instead of for the service of his kingdom.

3. From your own experience what other consequences of pride are there in our lives?
In the sermon Tim named more…
Worry – for we can’t be worried unless in pride we know how life ought to go
Bitterness – we can’t hold bitterness in our hearts unless in pride we say of the other – I would never do something like that.
Unresolved guilt – we may know the other has forgiven us – we may know God has forgiven us – but if we can’t forgive ourselves we believe in pride that we have higher standards than God.
This may be able to spark conversation about other consequences…

4. Read Exodus 19:9-22; Isaiah 6:1-8 and Hebrews 12:18-24; 28-29.  What do all of these incidents have in common with Belshazzar’s response to the handwriting on the wall?  What impact do such encounters have on human pride?  
These are all at various levels traumatic events – those who experience them are left bereft, fearful that they will be undone, want to run and hide. 
When we come to encounter a God who in every respect is far superior to us – we come to encounter his goodness / holiness / righteousness and all of the methods we utilize to protect ourselves from the trauma of comparison when we feel that in relation to other human beings can’t save us – we can’t hide – can’t justify – can’t find fault – we are left with only one option – to acknowledge our pride and repent.

5. God seemed to have infinite patience with King Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and judges Belshazzar in the aftermath of this one expression of pride.  Why do you think that is?
There could be a number of reasons for this…
a) Pride has come to its full fruition in Belshazzar – even Nebuchadnezzar didn’t utilize the implements of the temple in this way.
b) He was meant to learn from his predecessor’s experience – that was to be the means of God’s dealing with him…
c) He was meant to learn from the input of the Queen mother – that was to be the means of God’s dealing with him…
d) It was just the time when the Babylonian empire was to come to an end – God’s patience with the kingdom had come to its end – it would not repent and change it’s ways.

6. Read Philippians 2:1-11.  How can reflecting on the humility of God in Jesus shape within us pride’s corresponding virtue, humility?  What are the practical implication of this?
When we come to see that God in Jesus gave up every possession, every advantage, everything to completely lay it all down for our sake – the heart is moved by the Spirit to reflect pride’s corresponding virtue – humility.
Paul references some practical expressions of this – consider other more significant than yourself (vs. 2) – don’t look to your own interests but to the interests of others (vs. 3).
There would also be some benefit in pulling in the conversation you had earlier.  If pride is the inability to recognize that everything is a gift of grace we could say that humility is to recognize that everything is a gift of grace – how would recognizing that everything is a gift of grace impact your relationships with other people?



