
Oct 19/25 2 Samuel 11 – Where the Eyes Turn, the Heart 

Follows 

Read 2 Samuel 11 

1. What catches your attention in this story? What details stand out 

most to you? What words or moments capture your attention? 

 

Encourage group members to notice the narrative details — repetition 

of “sent”, the emphasis on David’s remaining in Jerusalem, and the 

progression of looking, lingering, acting, and hiding. These are not 

accidental; the narrator wants us to see how sin unfolds slowly and 

deceptively. Like the sermon noted, the turning of the eyes begins the 

turning of the heart. This is a story not just of one man’s fall but of 

how subtle spiritual drift leads to unravelling in all of us. 

 

2. The story begins as the narrator emphasizes that David sent 

many to battle but remained in Jerusalem.  What do you think 

this detail reveals about the state of David’s heart before 

anything else happens? 

 

The text opens “in the spring of the year, the time when kings go out 

to battle.” David’s calling was to lead his people into battle, but he 

sent others while remaining home. That physical absence reflects an 

inner drift — a small act of self-exemption that reveals pride and 

spiritual complacency. Every act of sin begins here — a heart that 

believes, “I’m different; I don’t need to go.” This moment is the seed 

of all that follows. 

 

3. The King was to mediate daily on Torah so that God’s character 

and will would fill his vision, shaping everything he does. Now it 

is a woman that fills his vision directing his thoughts, words, and 

actions.  How do you see similar dynamics at work in our own 

lives or in our world? (where the eyes turn the heart follows) 

 



David’s gaze becomes the lens through which we see the anatomy of 

temptation. In Deuteronomy 17, the king was commanded to keep his 

eyes on God’s Word — to copy and read it daily. But David’s vision is 

now filled with something else. The look becomes a linger, the linger 

becomes desire, and desire becomes action. In our culture, vision is 

everything — advertising, comparison, and image constantly pull our 

gaze from God’s goodness to self-centered wants. The question “What 

fills your vision?” is deeply diagnostic.  Invite some personal reflection 

here by way of your own self-disclosure. 

 

4. The word “sent” appears repeatedly throughout the passage. 

What do you think the writer wants us to see in this repetition? 

Who sends whom — and to what end? What does that tell us 

about how David is using power? 

 

The word “sent” is the hinge of the entire chapter. David sends 

servants, messengers, Joab, and Uriah — but each sending serves 

himself. The one who was meant to use his power for the sake of 

others now uses it for himself. In contrast to God, who sends for the 

sake of others, ultimately revealed in Jesus who came not to be serve 

but to serve. It’s a reversal of servant leadership. Help your group see 

that we all wield power — through words, schedules, influence, money 

— and the question is: do we send for self or for others? 

 

5. Who or what does God use to reach out to him along the way?  

How does David respond to these opportunities to turn back? 

 

Notice God’s mercy throughout. The servant who names Bathsheba, 

Uriah’s integrity, and the growing cost of concealment — all are 

invitations to repentance. God is relentlessly active even in David’s 

rebellion, seeking to draw him back through voices of love and 

conscience. Invite your group to reflect on how God has sent voices or 

circumstances in their own lives to call them home — and how easy it 

is to harden the heart instead of soften it. 



 

6. Uriah’s words expose something about both his heart and 

David’s. What contrast do you see between them? What does 

Uriah’s character reveal about the God he serves?  What does 

this expose in David? 

 

Uriah, a foreigner, embodies a life shaped by his vision of God. He 

begins with God — “the ark and Israel dwell in tents”  - God is with His 

people, Uriah will be with his. Uriah means – the Lord is my light – the 

light of God shining through Uriah exposes the darkness in David’s 

heart. This section helps uncover the tragedy of spiritual blindness — 

the once faithful king now exposed by the faith of a convert. Leaders 

can help their group sit with that discomfort and consider where the 

Spirit might be exposing similar blind spots in us. 

 

7. The passage ends with two sendings: David sends to kill; the 

Lord sends Nathan to heal. How does that final contrast reveal 

the heart of God? How does this prepare the way for the gospel? 

 

This is the turning point. “But the thing David had done displeased the 

Lord, and the Lord sent Nathan.” The God who sees does not abandon 

His fallen servant; He sends a word of truth and mercy. The story 

points beyond Nathan to the greater sending — the Lord was 

displeased with what we had done and sent Jesus.” Where David sent 

to take, God sends to give. Where David sought to cover, God sends to 

uncover that He might heal. The gospel begins here: the holy God 

enters our darkest failure not to destroy but to redeem. 

 

8. What will you most take away from your conversation tonight?  

Invite others to pray for you in light of what came home to you. 

 


