Jan 11/26 - Leaders’ Guide - Hebrews 1 & 2 “See what vou have in Jesus!”

This epiphany season we will be working our way through the book of Hebrews as
we behold Jesus. It is written to a group of urban Jewish Christians who in the face of
another wave of persecution are considering stepping away from Jesus to return to
Judaism. The author wants them to see what they have in Jesus, for if they see they
will never what to let him go. The first four verses are one sentence in Greek, and

what a sentence it is...

Read Hebrews 1:1-4

1. (1) We are dealing with a God who speaks, who desires to be known, desires
relationship. What tone does this first line set for the original listeners? Us?

A comparison is being made. God speaks in many ways and at many times by the
prophets. In other words God has spoken in piece meal, progressively by the prophets
but in these last days he has spoken fully and finally in a son.

For the original listeners: If God has spoken fully and finally in Jesus — why would you
every want to return to something less than...

For us: God has initiated relationship with us in Jesus — ah the glory!

2. (2-4) The author makes 7 glorious claims as to who Jesus is. What are they?
What do they mean? Which impacts you the most? Why?

i)
ii)

iii)

vi)

Heir of all things - everything belongs to Jesus

Through whom he created the world - everything was made for Jesus
and by Jesus meaning everything works best when done in the way of
Jesus

Radiance of the glory of God - the only way that you can I can perceive
the son is by way of the rays that reach the earth - the only way that we
can perceive the living God is by way of Jesus

The exact imprint of his nature - in Gk. Character - a tool, a die by
which an impression was made in metal - like the head of the emperor
on a coin. Jesus is the exact imprint of the character of God, when we see
Jesus we see exactly what God is like

Upholds the universe by the word of his power - Jesus words keep all of
life together

After making purification he sat down - Jesus fully and finally deals with
sin - the priests in the temple would stand offering sacrifices over and
over again — when Jesus offered his life on a cross for us he sat down -



meaning that it is complete, finished - your past dealt with the power of
sin over your life broken.

vii)  Having become as much superior to angels - angels were mediators -
carrying Gods message to humans - and human messages (prayers) to
God - Jesus who is fully God can fully represent God to us — and as fully
man can represent us fully to God.

The follow up question invites some personal engagement - the goal here is that we
would see Jesus, behold his glory, and be moved to worship - help to set the tone
toward that end and help to lead the conversation toward - if I truly believed this -
trusted this about Jesus - how would it impact my life?

Read Hebrews 2:5-12, 14-18

3. (6-8a) What does the author’s quotation of Psalm 8 tell us about our calling
as human beings?

We were created to be God’s vice regents, to steward God’s good creation for the sake
of life and flourishing so that all may come to know God'’s justice, love, mercy, peace,
and grace

4. (8b) The author tells us that we do not see this being true of human beings in
our present experience. Where do you see evidence for this?

There is much to give evidence for this failure to live into our calling. In the sermon
Tim gave the following examples.

We see this every time we hear the impact of missile strikes and shootings — we see this
every time a doctor says to us I'm sorry there is nothing more we can do - we see this
every time a woman'’s body is exploited on the internet — we see this every time we see
a leader use their power for their own sake...

This question could eat up time — don't let it go much beyond a general sense of
agreement

5. (9) The only human who fulfills Psalm 8 is Jesus. In what ways did Jesus live
into this calling?

Much could be said here and like the above question could take up much time. Get
enough examples that you can see in Jesus the nature of our calling and the breadth of
it including both personal morality, relationship with God, and social justice...



6. (10) Jesus who is fully God becomes fully human in order to bring many to
glory, to live into this calling. This truth led Darrell Johnson to say - God
becomes everything he wants us to be in order that in Jesus we can become
everything he wants us to be. Discuss.

This is the heart of the gospel.

It may be necessary to name and put aside how this verse is often utilized to
substantiate a gospel where Jesus death and resurrection is accepted so that we can go
to heaven when we die — we are brought to glory. But as we can see from the context
the glory here is that which is defined by Psalm 8 - our calling as human beings.

7. (14-15) Jesus aids us in living into this calling by becoming the founder, the
champion of our salvation. In his death and resurrection, he destroys the one
who holds the power of death, Satan, and frees us from a slavery that comes
from the fear of death. How does the fear of death enslave us? Keep us from
living into our calling?

There are likely many trajectories you could take with this question.

If you are lacking for conversation you could likely prime it with the example that Tim
gave in the sermon.

We live in a secular culture, a culture that lives under the shadow of death, for it says
that this life is all that there is, and so I have to fill this life with as many beautiful
things experiences and pleasures as I possibly can. This worldview drives our frenetic
consumption, undermines relationship, undergirds selfishness. If the fear of death
were removed it would change everything.

8. (16-18) We cannot live into this calling under our own steam, but Jesus can
help us because he was made like us in every way and has faced everything
that we have or will face. How might this help us live into a new humanity
and how can we lay claim to it?

I think there is much help given even by acknowledging that Jesus has gone through
everything we have gone through.

He has faced lust, greed, envy, jealously, anger, unforgiveness and as a result can meet
us in that not with judgment but with grace.

He has faced everything that is part of human existence, and so if we are facing
betrayal, rejection, failure, grief sorrow he is able to meet us with loving compassion.



Call upon his name - ask him to meet you in those places - he is willing and
able!



